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Abstract A climatology of air-mass origin in the tropical lower stratosphere is presented for the Goddard 
Earth Observing System Chemistry Climate Model. During late boreal summer and fall, air-mass fractions 
reveal that as much as 20% of the air in the tropical lower stratosphere last contacted the planetary 
boundary layer (PBL) over Asia; by comparison, the air-mass fractions corresponding to last PBL contact 
over North America and over Europe are negligible. Asian air reaches the extratropical tropopause within 
a few days of leaving the boundary layer and is quasi-horizontally transported into the tropical lower 
stratosphere, where it persists until January. The rapid injection of Asian air into the lower stratosphere— 
and its persistence in the deep tropics through late (boreal) winter—is important as industrial emissions 
over East Asia continue to increase. Hence, the Asian monsoon may play an increasingly important role in 
shaping stratospheric composition. 

1. Introduction 

Observations and models provide strong evidence that trace species and aerosols that are emitted at the plan-
etary boundary layer (PBL) are transported into the stratosphere, where they impact ozone and climate. For 
example, the troposphere-to-stratosphere transport of water vapor, a potent greenhouse gas, can perturb the 
radiative balance in the atmosphere by cooling the stratosphere and warming the troposphere [e.g., Forster 
and Shine, 1999; Shindell, 2001; Forster and Shine, 2002]. Studies have also shown that short-lived halogens 
released at the PBL have been nearly half as effective as long-lived halocarbons at depleting ozone in recent 
decades, by increasing the stratospheric burdens of reactive bromine and chlorine [e.g., Sinnhuber et al., 2002; 
Liang et al., 2010; Hossaini et al., 2015]. 

There is strong evidence from models and observations that a wide range of pathways connect the PBL to 
the lower stratosphere. In addition to the large-scale troposphere-to-stratosphere transport that occurs in the 
deep tropics throughout the year [Fueglistaler et al., 2004], the Asian monsoon provides an effective transport 
pathway that connects the extratropical boundary layer to the lower stratosphere [Randel et al., 2010]. Signa-
tures of the monsoon anticyclone have been observed in the distributions of methane and nitrogen oxides 
[Park et al., 2004], water vapor [Rosenlof et al., 1997; Ploeger et al., 2013; Vogel et al., 2014], and several hydrocar-
bons, including carbon monoxide, ethane, and acetylene [Park et al., 2013]. More recently, observations have 
also revealed enhanced aerosol backscatter over Asia during boreal summer as sulfur dioxide, of both volcanic 
and industrial origin, is organized within the large-scale upper level divergent circulation associated with the 
monsoon [Vernier et al., 2011a; Bourassa et al., 2012; Thomason and Vernier, 2013; Neely et al., 2013]. This is 
important given the contributions that tropospheric sources of sulfur dioxide make to the variability—and, 
possibly, long-term trends—of the stratospheric aerosol layer, an important component in maintaining the 
radiative balance in the atmosphere [Hofmann et al., 2009; Solomon et al., 2011]. 

As comprehensive climate models are used to assess future changes in stratospheric ozone and aerosol, the 
fidelity of their projections will hinge partly on how well they capture the wide range of transport pathways 
that connect the tropical and extratropical PBL to the lower stratosphere. Hence, meaningful diagnostics 
for assessing model transport must account for the fact that the air in the lower stratosphere reflects the 
mixture of air masses that originated at different regions over the PBL. While the mean age [Hall and Plumb, 
1994] has been used extensively to compare stratospheric transport among comprehensive climate models 
[CCMVal, 2010], there is no suitable tracer-independent diagnostic for assessing transport out of the planetary 
boundary layer and into the lower stratosphere. (By “tracer-independent” we mean independent of species’ 
chemistry and emissions patterns). 
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Figure 1. The Ωi regions where the air-mass fractions last contacted the PBL. Zonal strips of fixed width span latitudes 
south of 10∘S (ΩSH) and tropical latitudes between 10

∘S and  10∘N (ΩTR). The PBL north of 10
∘N (ΩNH) is partitioned into 

Ωi regions overlying the subtropics (ΩNS ∈ [10∘N, 25∘N]), midlatitudes (ΩNM ∈ [25∘N, 60∘N]), and the north polar region 
(ΩNP∈ [60∘N, 90∘N]). The orange and cyan patches overlay North America (ΩNA) and Asia (ΩAS), respectively. 

One tracer-independent diagnostic that is both conceptually simple and straightforward to calculate is the 
origin of air over the PBL. The origin of air over the PBL represents a fundamental property of the transport 
climate that is especially relevant to short-lived species emitted in the troposphere that do not survive tran-
sit into and out of the stratosphere. Air-mass origin can be naturally quantified using synthetic tracers that 
capture the atmosphere’s advective-diffusive transport operator, independent of any particular trace species. 
Specifically, the air-mass fraction f (r, t|Ωi) is defined to be the mass fraction of air at a location r and time t that 
had last contact with the PBL in region Ωi , and not elsewhere. In practice, air-mass origin can be calculated 
as simple equilibrated tracer mixing ratios with boundary conditions specified so that they reveal where, and 
with what dilution, the air from various sources can be found. 

Water-mass fractions, the oceanography equivalent of air-mass fractions, have long been used to study 
transport in the oceans [Tomczak, 1981; Haine and Hall, 2002; Holzer et al., 2010] and, more recently, have 
been applied to atmospheric transport [Orbe et al., 2013, 2015]. Here we present the first seasonally varying 
climatology of air-mass origin in the tropical lower stratosphere for the modeled climate of the Goddard 
Earth Observing System Chemistry Climate Model (GEOSCCM) forced with present-day greenhouse gases and 
ozone depleting substances. 

2. Methods 

Air-mass origin is defined with respect to the planetary boundary layer, denoted by Ω, which we divide into 
three zonally symmetric origin regions, Ωi , that span latitudes south of 10

∘S (ΩSH), latitudes between 10
∘S 

and 10∘N (ΩTR), and latitudes poleward of 10
∘N (ΩNH) (Figure 1). Within ΩNH we also define zonal strips span-

ning the NH subtropics (ΩNS ∈ [10∘N, 25∘N]), midlatitudes (ΩNM ∈ [25∘N, 60∘N]), and the north polar region 
(Ω ∈ [60∘N, 90∘N]). In addition, the ΩNM origin region is partitioned still further into patches consisting NP 

of North America (ΩNA) and Asia (ΩAS), in order to assess the relative presence of North American and Asian 
boundary layer air in the lower stratosphere, as this remains an open question [Gettelman et al., 2004; Randel 
et al., 2010, 2012]. For each of the Ωi origin regions, f (r, t|Ωi) is computed as the solution to the passive tracer 
advection/diffusion equation in the interior of the atmosphere (that is, outside of Ω) and is held to be unity in 
Ωi and equal to zero in the rest of Ω [Orbe et al., 2013]. 

Calculations are performed using the same integration of the Goddard Earth Observing System Chemistry Cli-
mate Model Version 2 (GEOSCCM) presented in Orbe et al. [2015], in which the GEOS-5 GCM [Suarez et al., 2008] 
is coupled with a comprehensive stratospheric chemistry package [Douglass et al., 1996]. The model has a 
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Figure 2. (a) Seasonal cycle of the Ωi air-mass fraction in the tropical lower stratosphere (TLS) (i.e., the average over 
20∘S–20∘N and 70–100 mb), where t̃ denotes the month of year when air is in transit in the TLS. Origin at the PBL is 
shown with respect to ΩSH (green), ΩTR (red), and ΩNH (black). (Note that, because ΩSH, ΩTR, and  ΩNH span the entire 
PBL, Ω, the sum of their corresponding air-mass fractions is 100% for all t̃.) (b) Seasonal cycle of the ΩNH air-mass 
fraction, further partitioned between origin over ΩNS (purple) and ΩAS (cyan). All remaining air of midlatitude origin, 
ΩNM –ΩAS, is shown in the blue line. Note that the contribution from ΩNP is not shown, as it is negligible. 

horizontal resolution of 2∘ latitude by 2.5∘ longitude with 72 vertical levels extending from the sur-
face to 0.01 hPa and is forced with annually repeating 2000–2019 time-averaged greenhouse gases and 
ozone-depleting substances under the A1B and A1 scenarios, respectively [McCarthy, 2001; WMO, 2007]. Note 
that in the model, the linear advective diffusion transport operator includes parameterized subgrid-scale 
processes such as convection, which is treated in GEOSCCM using the Relaxed Arakawa-Schubert convec-
tive scheme [Moorthi and Suarez, 1992], a modified version of the Arakawa-Schubert scheme [Arakawa and 
Schubert, 1974]. The reader is referred to Orbe et al. [2015] for more details about the model configuration. 

Spin-up to a statistically stationary state for the dynamical variables (not the tracers) takes 10 years, after which 
we introduce our diagnostic tracers that are passively advected using a flux-form semi-Lagrangian transport 
scheme [Lin and Rood, 1996] for an additional 20 years, after which the air-mass fractions have equilibrated. 
The model’s transport in the stratosphere has been assessed extensively in previous studies [e.g., Pawson et al., 
2008; Douglass et al., 2008; CCMVal, 2010], which show that GEOSCCM performs well in terms of its strato-
spheric mean age and representation of ascent within the tropics. The fidelity of the model’s treatment of 
shorter-lived species is also examined in Liang et al. [2010], who show that the upper tropospheric and lower 
stratospheric distributions of bromoform and dibromomethane produced in GEOSCCM compare well with 
measurements obtained from aircraft. 

At steady state, after which the air-mass fractions have equilibrated (i.e., f (r, t|Ωi) →f (r|Ωi)), the boundary 
conditions ensure that the sum of f (r|Ωi) over all Ωi overlying the PBL (here the union of ΩSH, ΩTR, and ΩNH), 
is equal to unity throughout the entire atmosphere [Orbe et al., 2013]. (Throughout, the overbar denotes the 
average of the air-mass fraction over the last 10 years of the integration). For convenience, the air-mass fraction 
corresponding to the region Ωi will be referred throughout as “Ωi-air.” For example, ΩSH-air (also “southern 
hemisphere (SH) air” or “air of southern hemisphere origin”) will refer to the air-mass fraction that last 
encountered the PBL south of 10∘S. 

3. Results 
3.1. Air-Mass Origin in the Tropical Lower Stratosphere: Last Contact Over �SH, �TR, and �NH 

To first order, roughly half of the air in the tropical lower stratosphere (TLS)—herein defined as the region 
spanning 20∘S–20∘N and 70–100 mb—last contacted the PBL in the deep tropics (10∘S–10∘N) (Figure 2a). 
The seasonal cycle of the air-mass fractions, f TLS(t̃|Ωi), where t̃ is the month of year when air is in transit in the 
tropical lower stratosphere, reveals that during boreal spring and early summer, most of the remaining air is of 
southern (ΩSH) origin; conversely, the remaining air is primarily of northern (ΩNH) origin throughout boreal fall 
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DJF 
Figure 3. (a) The boreal winter (December-January-February, DJF) climatological air-mass fraction f (r|Ωi), corresponding to air that last contacted the PBL 
over ΩSH (top), ΩTR (middle), and ΩNH (bottom). The zonal mean wintertime thermal tropopause is indicated by the thick black line; zonally averaged boreal 
wintertime mean isentropes are overlaid in the thin black lines (contour interval: 20 K for isentropes between 280 and 360 K; 40 K interval for isentropes greater 
than 360 K). The seasonally averaged stream function (contour interval: 60 × 109 kg/s) has also been overlaid on all panels, in order to provide a sense for the 
zonally averaged tropospheric circulation in the tropics and subtropics. (b–d) Same as Figure 3a but for March-April-May (MAM), June-July-August (JJA), 
and September-October-November (SON), respectively. Throughout, black boxes designate the corresponding Ωi region. 

and early winter. (Note that, because ΩSH, ΩTR, and ΩNH together span the PBL, the sum of their corresponding 
air-mass fractions is 100%. Physically, this means that the air had to have last contacted the PBL somewhere 
in its history and provides a useful numerical check for whether equilibrium has been reached). 

Large fractions of ΩSH-air in the tropical lower stratosphere during boreal winter reflect the southward shift 
of the intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ) into the SH subtropics (i.e., south of 10∘S) and mean upwelling 
within the ascending branch of the wintertime Hadley Cell, which draws boundary layer air into the upper 
troposphere. (Conversely, ΩNH-air encounters mean descent over the NH subtropics (i.e., north of 10∘N) and 
is stripped of its origin label at neighboring latitudes). During boreal summer, by comparison, when the ITCZ 
shifts into the NH subtropics, mean upwelling transports ΩNH-air into the upper tropical troposphere. The 
correspondence between the Hadley Cell and the air-mass fractions is transparent in Figure 3, where seasonal 
mean climatologies of the zonal mean air-mass fractions have been overlaid with the mean stream function, 
a measure of the tropospheric mean mass transport circulation. 

The fact that f TLS(t̃|ΩNH) and f TLS(t̃|ΩSH ) maximize during May and September—nearly 2 months lagged 
relative to the tropical upper troposphere (not shown)—reflects the additional time that it takes for air to 
propagate from the upper troposphere into the tropical lower stratosphere. Large fractions of ΩNH-air and 
ΩSH-air persist in the tropical lower stratosphere several months after crossing the tropopause, as there is lit-
tle chance of boundary layer air being relabeled at the PBL. Correspondingly, nearly 40% of the air in the TLS 
region is of Northern Hemisphere origin in January (Figure 2a). 

3.2. Origin of Northern Hemisphere Air in the Lower Stratosphere 
Further partitioning f TLS(t̃|ΩNH) into air that originated over the NH subtropics and midlatitudes, we find 
that between 55–75% and 25–45% of ΩNH-air in the tropical lower stratosphere last contacted the PBL over 
ΩNS and ΩAS, respectively (Figure 2b). By comparison, no more than ∼5% of Northern Hemisphere air in 
the TLS region originated over any other region at NH midlatitudes (i.e., neither North America nor Europe, 
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Figure 4. (a) The SON climatological air-mass fraction that last contacted the PBL over Asia, f 
SON

(r|ΩAS ), evaluated at 
100 mb. (b) Climatological monthly mean air-mass fractions f (r, t̃|ΩAS) for t̃ = July, September, and November. The 
zonally averaged monthly mean thermal tropopause is indicated by the thick black line; zonally averaged monthly mean 
isentropes are overlaid in the thin black lines (contour interval: 20 K). Note that only latitudes north of 30∘S are  shown.  

both regions of strong industrial emissions), while the contribution from air originating poleward of 60∘N 
is negligible. 

Interestingly, there is significantly less Asian boundary layer air in the tropical upper troposphere than in the 
tropical lower stratosphere (not shown), which suggests that ΩAS-air enters the lower stratosphere first at 
the extratropical tropopause and is then horizontally entrained into the deep tropics. Correspondingly, the 

SON 
(September-October-November) SON climatological mean distribution of f (r|ΩAS) evaluated at 100 mb 
reveals that ΩAS-air is strongly confined within the monsoon anticyclone over ∼30∘N (Figure 4a), similar to 
observed signatures of the monsoon in the distributions of hydrocarbons, methane, and nitrogen oxides, 
among other species [Park et al., 2004; Randel et al., 2010; Park et al., 2013]. In the middle and upper tropo-
sphere ΩAS-air is more or less confined within the anticyclone, which ensures that it is not easily relabeled at 

SON 
the PBL; by comparison, in the lower stratosphere f (r|ΩAS) penetrates as far south as 30∘S, where ∼20% of 
the air at 100 mb is of Asian origin. Large fractions of ΩAS-air persist long after the monsoon has reached its 
peak intensity, accounting for nearly 10% of all air in the TLS region in January. 

Finally, the monthly evolution of f (r, t̃|ΩAS) during late summer and early fall provides a gross sense for the 
pathways that connect the Asian boundary layer to the tropical lower stratosphere (Figure 4b). During July 
large fractions of ΩAS-air are concentrated at the extratropical tropopause (∼30∘N). This pattern strongly 
resembles observed distributions of hydrogen cyanide, a tropospheric pollutant produced in biomass burn-
ing that may be interpreted as a tracer of the Asian monsoon, owing to a strong sink from contact with the 
ocean that ensures its removal in the tropics [Randel et al., 2010]. By September, the ΩAS air-mass fraction 
extends deep into the tropical lower stratosphere, where it is compensated primarily by reduced fractions 
of ΩTP-air, consistent with enhanced horizontal mixing in the presence of a weaker tropical/subtropical mix-
ing barrier [Chen, 1995]. By comparison, the bulk of ΩNS-air enters the lower stratosphere at the tropical 
tropopause, in concert with broad large-scale upwelling (not shown). 
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3.3. Asian Boundary Layer Air in 
the Lower Stratosphere: PBL → 
Lower Stratosphere Transit Times 
The equilibrated air-mass fraction 
provides a convenient measure of the 
integrated transport from ΩAS to r 
independent of when last PBL contact 
occurred. However, the concentra-
tion of a chemical species (� ) subject 
to time-varying emissions over Asia 
and/or chemical decay, will depend 
on the time it takes for transport 
to occur from the boundary layer 
to the tropical lower stratosphere. 
Because of mixing, however, there isFigure 5. The response to a pulse of conversed tracer released over ΩAS 

in July, evaluated at 85 mb and averaged over latitudes between 0∘ and no single PBL → TLS time scale, but 
10∘N. The thick black line denotes the ensemble mean response, while rather a distribution of times and 
red lines denote the individual ensemble members, (r, t|ΩAS, July), the concentration �(r, t) at location 
plotted for convenience in terms of the elapsed time or “transit” time 

r and field time t can be expressed 
� ≡ t − t ′ , where t ′ = July. Dashed lines indicate exponential decay 

in terms of the convolution �(r, t) =corresponding to e-folding times of �0 = 7 days and  �0 = 30 days. The  
−� �0 −(t−t ′) �0 , t 

convolution of e with (r, �|ΩAS, July), integrated over all transit ∫−∞ dt ′ (r, t|ΩAS, t 
′)�ΩAS 

(t ′)e 
times, yields the fraction of the air released over ΩAS in July that survives where the mixing ratio of � at the 
transit to the lower stratosphere. Asian boundary layer (�ΩAS 

) has been 
assumed to be spatially uniform and 

where the exponential term represents chemical decay or physical deposition operating at a time scale �0. 
Here the boundary propagator (r, t|ΩAS, t 

′) is interpreted as the distribution of transit times � ≡ t − t ′ since 
the air at (r, t) was last at ΩAS at time t ′ [Holzer and Hall, 2000]. 

For the purposes of this study, we focus on a particular instance of the boundary propagator (r, t|ΩAS, t 
′) at 

t ′ = July, henceforth referred to as the Boundary Impulse Response (BIR) [Haine et al., 2008]. This simplification 
allows us to focus on the response in the tropical lower stratosphere to air that left the PBL in July, when the 
Asian monsoon is active. (Note that we are not concerned with recovering the full concentration �(r, t) in the 
lower stratosphere, as this would require knowledge of the boundary propagator evaluated for all t ′ prior to 
t). In practice, (r, t|ΩAS, July) is calculated as the response to a 1 day  long pulse of a conserved and passive 
tracer over ΩAS on 1 July subject to boundary conditions of 1 over ΩAS for the duration of the pulse and 0 over 
the entire PBL thereafter [Holzer and Hall, 2000]. An ensemble of three BIR tracers is computed, one member 
for each of the first 3 years of the integration following spin-up. 

The ensemble-averaged response (r, �|ΩAS, July), evaluated at 85 mb and averaged over latitudes between 
the equator and 10∘N, reveals that a large (∼10%) fraction of Asian boundary layer in the NH tropical lower 
stratosphere arrives within 1 month of leaving the PBL in July (Figure 5: note that  is expressed, for conve-
nience, in terms of the transit time �). Overall, the shape of (r, �|ΩAS, July) is consistent with the transit time 
distributions presented in Bergman et al. [2013], calculated using Lagrangian particle trajectories driven by 
reanalysis winds. An extensive comparison with that study is limited, however, by the fact that Bergman et al. 
[2013] focus on transport into the monsoon anticyclone (i.e., not the ensuing transport into the lower strato-
sphere). In addition, the spatial pattern of  evaluated for �< 30 days (not shown) reveals that ΩAS-air leaves 
the lower troposphere within a well-defined conduit over the Tibetan Plateau [Bergman et al., 2013], circum-
vents the tropical upper troposphere, and enters the lower stratosphere at the extratropical tropopause. (Note 
that the spread between the three ensemble members is relatively small, consistent with the fact that for our 
modeled climate, where there is no representation of the quasi-biennial oscillation (QBO), seasonal variations 
trump interannual variability). 

The fact that ∼10% of ΩAS-air released in July reaches the tropical lower stratosphere in less than 1 month indi-
cates that the monsoon transport pathway may be relevant to a wide range of short-lived trace species, even 
those with lifetimes as short as 1 week (e.g., the short-lived volatile organic compounds benzene and propane 
as well as methyl iodide, which are particularly efficient at destroying ozone). More precisely, the convolution 
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−� �0of (r, �|ΩAS, July) with e (the exponential decay curves shown in Figure 5) is greater than zero, even for 

the case of rapid decay (i.e., �0 = 7 days). This stems from the fact that, while the mean of (r, �|ΩAS, July) is on 
the order of 1 year, the distribution is skewed to small transit times, so that even short-lived species released 

at the PBL can survive transit to the lower stratosphere. The lower stratospheric concentrations of species with 

longer lifetimes (i.e., �0 = 30 days) will also reflect the aggregate response to more circuitous transport path-

ways that respond to large-scale upwelling at the tropical tropopause and in-mixing of midlatitude air into 

the tropics [Konopka et al., 2009]. 

4. Conclusions 

The interpretation of trace species distributions in the lower stratosphere is complicated by the fact that the 

air in the lower stratosphere reflects the mixture of air masses that originated over different regions at the PBL. 

Until now, however, the relative importance of different transport pathways originating at the boundary layer 

has remained an open question, owing largely to the lack of tracer-independent diagnostics that disentan-

gle transport from species’ emissions patterns and chemistry. Air-mass fractions quantify the importance of 

different boundary layer regions on the composition of the lower stratosphere and for GEOSCCM reveal that 

1. During late boreal summer and fall, nearly 20% of the air in the tropical lower stratosphere last contacted 

the PBL over Asia. By comparison, negligible fractions originate over North America and Europe, where large 

industrial emissions also prevail. 

2. Asian boundary layer air is organized in the upper troposphere within the monsoon anticyclone, enters the 

stratosphere at the extratropical tropopause (∼30∘N), and is quasi-horizontally entrained southward into 
the tropics, where it persists through January. Transport into the tropical lower stratosphere occurs on time 

scales as short as a few days, rendering this pathway extremely relevant to short-lived trace species. 

Given the somewhat limited assessment of how well GEOSCCM represents convective transport from the 

boundary layer into the tropical upper troposphere, it will be important to explore the sensitivity of our 

calculations to changes in the convective mass flux and moist physics parameters that inform the model’s 

convection scheme, along the lines of previous studies [Ott et al., 2011]. Model biases in the large-scale 

circulation—namely, an eastward bias in the location of the Asian monsoon anticyclone compared to MERRA 

reanalysis—may also affect the quantitative nature of our findings and will be examined in future work 

[Molod et al., 2012]. 

Our study has only considered a single integration of GEOSCCM for the current climate and it will also be 

important to repeat our calculations with other models and for different climate forcings. In particular, few 

studies have examined how transport will change in response to future warming and the air-mass fractions 

provide a rigorous way to relate changes in the large-scale circulation to future changes in the distributions 

of chemical species. As one example, air-mass origin tracers may be used to determine how the ventilation of 

the tropical and subtropical boundary layer will respond to a weakening and expansion of the Hadley Cell as 

greenhouse gases increase [e.g., Lu et al., 2007]. An analysis along these lines would have important climate 

implications, since changes in boundary layer ventilation may affect the transport of short-lived halogens into 

the upper troposphere and, hence, stratospheric ozone depletion [Hossaini et al., 2015]. 

Tracers of air-mass origin not only provide a practical framework for comparing model transport—akin to 

other tracer-independent diagnostics like the mean age [Hall and Plumb, 1994]—but can also be studied in 

the context of a single model. For example, global climate models have recently been used to determine 

whether volcanic sources of sulfur dioxide or anthropogenic emissions from Asia have contributed to recent 

trends in stratospheric aerosol [Vernier et al., 2011b; Neely et al., 2013]. The success of this approach, however, 

depends strongly on how well models represent the underlying transport pathways that connect the Asian 

boundary layer to the stratosphere, which can be rigorously compared between models using the air-mass 

origin tracers outlined in this study. The fidelity of model calculations can also be assessed using estimates 

of the air-mass fractions obtained from observable tracer data, as has been performed for the oceans using 

simple mixing matrix [e.g., Tomczak, 1981] as well as maximum-entropy approaches [Holzer et al., 2010; 

Khatiwala et al., 2009, 2012]. 
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Air-mass origin tracers may also provide context for interpreting trace gas variability in the tropical lower 
stratosphere. In a separate analysis, not shown here for the sake of brevity, we find that there are large differ-
ences in the amount of Asian boundary layer air in the tropical lower stratosphere between latitudes south and 
north of the equator. These results may help in the interpretation of the seasonal cycle of lower stratospheric 
ozone—which is significantly weaker and lagged in the SH tropics compared to the NH tropics [Stolarski et al., 
2014]—and,more generally, add togrowing evidence that the tropical lower stratosphere is not as well mixed 
as simple models of stratospheric transport (i.e., the “leaky pipe” model [Plumb, 1996; Neu and Plumb, 1999]) 
typically assume. This point will be investigated more closely in future work. 
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